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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, we have
no additional requests for time and
yield back the balance of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HINOJOSA). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 121, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

The title was amended so as to read:
“A resolution expressing the sense of
the House of Representatives that the
Government of Japan should formally
acknowledge, apologize, and accept his-
torical responsibility in a clear and un-
equivocal manner for its Imperial
Armed Forces’ coercion of young
women into sexual slavery, known to
the world as ‘comfort women’, during
its colonial and wartime occupation of
Asia and the Pacific Islands from the
1930s through the duration of World
War II1.”".

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

URGING THE GOVERNMENT OF
CANADA TO END THE COMMER-
CIAL SEAL HUNT

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 427) urging the Govern-
ment of Canada to end the commercial
seal hunt.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 427

Whereas on November 15, 2006, the Govern-
ment of Canada opened a commercial hunt
for seals in the waters off the east coast of
Canada;

Whereas an international outcry regarding
the plight of the seals hunted in Canada re-
sulted in the 1983 ban by the European Union
of whitecoat and blueback seal skins and the
subsequent collapse of the commercial seal
hunt in Canada;

Whereas the Marine Mammal Protection
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) bars the
import into the United States of seal prod-
ucts;

Whereas in February 2003, the Ministry of
Fisheries and Oceans in Canada authorized
the highest quota for harp seals in Canadian
history, allowing nearly 1,000,000 seals to be
killed over a 3-year period;

Whereas more than 1,000,000 seals have
been Kkilled over the past 3 years;

Whereas harp seal pups can legally be
hunted in Canada as soon as they have begun
to molt their white coats at approximately
12 days of age;

Whereas 95 percent of the seals killed over
the past 5 years were pups between just 12
days and 12 weeks of age, many of which had
not yet eaten their first solid meal or taken
their first swim;

Whereas a report by an independent team
of veterinarians invited to observe the hunt
by the International Fund for Animal Wel-
fare concluded that the seal hunt failed to
comply with basic animal welfare regula-
tions in Canada and that governmental regu-
lations regarding humane killing were not
being respected or enforced;

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Whereas the veterinary report concluded
that as many as 42 percent of the seals stud-
ied were likely skinned while alive and con-
scious;

Whereas the commercial slaughter of seals
in the Northwest Atlantic is inherently
cruel, whether the Kkilling is conducted by
clubbing or by shooting;

Whereas many seals are shot in the course
of the hunt, but escape beneath the ice where
they die slowly and are never recovered, and
these seals are not counted in official kill
statistics, making the actual kill level far
higher than the level that is reported;

Whereas the commercial hunt for harp and
hooded seals is a commercial slaughter car-
ried out almost entirely by non-Native peo-
ple from the East Coast of Canada for seal
fur, oil, and penises (used as aphrodisiacs in
some Asian markets);

Whereas the fishing and sealing industries
in Canada continue to justify the expanded
seal hunt on the grounds that the seals in
the Northwest Atlantic are preventing the
recovery of cod stocks, despite the lack of
any credible scientific evidence to support
this claim;

Whereas two Canadian government marine
scientists reported in 1994 that the true
cause of cod depletion in the North Atlantic
was over-fishing, and the consensus among
the international scientific community is
that seals are not responsible for the col-
lapse of cod stocks;

Whereas harp and hooded seals are a vital
part of the complex ecosystem of the North-
west Atlantic, and because the seals con-
sume predators of commercial cod stocks, re-
moving the seals might actually inhibit re-
covery of cod stocks;

Whereas certain ministries of the Govern-
ment of Canada have stated clearly that
there is no evidence that killing seals will
help groundfish stocks to recover; and

Whereas the persistence of this cruel and
needless commercial hunt is inconsistent
with the well-earned international reputa-
tion of Canada: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives urges the Government of Canada to end
the commercial hunt on seals.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this resolution and
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, we are all familiar with
National Geographic images of fluffy
white baby seals nestled next to their
mothers. We stare at them on our TV
screens or in our magazines and reflex-
ively remark about how adorable they
are. But now imagine, if you can, the
brutal death that awaits hundreds of
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thousands of these baby seals every
single year. With stunning barbarism,
Canadian hunters swoop in with heavy
clubs and stun guns to immobilize
these little innocent creatures. They
are then skinned alive simply so that
their soft white fur can adorn winter
coats, coats that could be composed of
different materials without torturing
animals.

These gruesome images are sadly
commonplace in the Canadian North-
west. The Canadian Government esti-
mates that over 1 million seals have
been killed in the most recent 3-year
period. Public outcry over this barba-
rism led to a ban of all seal products in
the United States and in the European
Union in 1983. Unfortunately, the pub-
lic seems to have forgotten that the
grisly practices of commercial seal
hunters still go on, and international
pressure on Canada to end the hunt has
abated.

My resolution brings the focus of the
United States Congress back to this
heinous yearly slaughter. It urges the
Canadian Government to cease this
gruesome practice and bring Canadian
policy in line with that of the United
States and the European Union.

Mr. Speaker, let me note that this
annual seal slaughter, enacted for mere
vanity and vulgar consumerism, is also
having deleterious effects on the eco-
system. Nature’s careful balance is
being thrown off by the depletion of
the seal population. The barbaric seal
hunt disturbs the food chain, hurting
the fishing industry, which is now suf-
fering in Canada.

Ending the commercial seal hunt is
not simply a matter of saving beautiful
and innocent animals that tug at our
hearts. It is a matter of intelligent
ecomanagement, prevention of cruelty
against animals, and helping our
friends to the north restore their oth-
erwise pristine international reputa-
tion. Killing baby seals echoes the tor-
ture and cruel killing of so many other
animals around the world. As cochair-
man of the Congressional Friends of
Animals Caucus, I will continue to
bring the world’s attention to such
practices wherever they exist. I urge
all of my colleagues to support this im-
portant and humane resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Harp seals, which live off of Canada’s
east coast, are sought for their pelts.
Canadian hunters, who are regulated
by Canada’s Department of Fisheries
and Oceans, have Kkilled almost a mil-
lion seals in the past 3 years. The gov-
ernment set a quota of 270,000 seals for
the season of 2007, which is lower than
the limit of 335,000 seals set in last
year’s season. The quota is determined
annually by the department and is set
based on estimates of the current seal
population. Many concerned -citizens
are quite upset that these seals are
killed in an inhumane way, since many
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are Dbeaten unconscious and
skinned while they are still alive.

An independent group of veterinar-
ians, invited by the International Fund
for Animal Welfare to observe the seal
hunt, concluded that the seal hunt was
out of compliance with basic animal
welfare regulations in Canada. Also, 95
percent of the seals are less than a year
old.

This resolution urges Canada to end
the commercial seal hunt. Our Cana-
dian friends are good allies and part-
ners in many areas of common inter-
est, and we hope that they will take
this important step. Many have raised
alarm about this, including our distin-
guished chairman of our committee,
Mr. LANTOS, and I thank him for his
many years of leadership on the plight
of people who have been abused, but
also animals who have been mis-
treated.

I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion, and I urge my colleagues to do
the same.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of House Resolution 427, urging the
Government of Canada to end its commercial
seal hunts. While many countries have
banned the importation of seal products, seal
hunting in Canada has grown steadily in size
over the past six years.

The Canadian commercial seal hunt is said
to have killed approximately 350,000 seals this
year—a huge increase from the 67,500 aver-
age number of seal deaths during the late
1980s and early 1990s. The seals are either
clubbed to death or shot with high-powered ri-
fles so as not to bloody their fur.

Last year the Canadian Government
claimed the seal killings brought in $16 million.
| question the number and believe even if it is
accurate $16 million does not come close to
justifying this brutality.

Sixteen million dollars is a mere fraction of
the $3 billion that Canada receives from sea-
food exports. In addition, commercial seal
hunting amounts to less than three percent of
the annual incomes of commercial fishermen.
Furthermore, the market for seal meat is lim-
ited. It is generally considered to be inedible
and only a few nations import it for human
consumption, additional proof of how wasteful
seal hunting truly is.

Canada allows the seal hunt because it al-
legedly helps provide jobs for the region. New-
foundland experiences unemployment rates of
up to 40 percent in winter because of its reli-
ance on seafaring jobs and the collapse of the
cod fishing industry. While | am sensitive to
these concerns, how can this justify the cruel
hunting methods employed during seal hunts.
Eyewitness reports indicate numerous viola-
tions of Canada’s marine mammal hunting
regulations, such as baby seals being culled,
animals being skinned alive, and injured ani-
mals being left behind to die slowly.

H. Res. 427 urges the Canadian govern-
ment to end commercial seal hunting, putting
a stop to this cruel practice. | strongly urge its
passage.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. With that, Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by

then
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the gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 427.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

CONDEMNING THE ATTACK ON
THE AMIA JEWISH COMMUNITY
CENTER IN BUENOS AIRES, AR-
GENTINA, IN JULY 1994

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 188) condemning the attack on the
AMIA Jewish Community Center in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, in July 1994,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 188

Whereas on July 18, 1994, 85 innocent peo-
ple were killed and 300 were wounded when
the Argentine Jewish Mutual Association
(AMIA) was bombed in Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina;

Whereas extensive evidence links the plan-
ning of the attacks to the Government of
Iran, and the execution of the attacks to the
terrorist group Hezbollah, which is based in
Lebanon, supported by Syria, and sponsored
by Iran;

Whereas on October 25, 2006, the State
Prosecutor of Argentina, an office created by
the current Government of Argentina, con-
cluded that the AMIA bombing was ‘‘decided
and organized by the highest leaders of the
former government of ... Iran, whom, at the
same time, entrusted its execution to the
Lebanese terrorist group Hezbollah”’;

Whereas on October 25, 2006, the State
Prosecutor of Argentina concluded that the
AMIA bombing had been approved in advance
by Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali Khamene’i,
Iran’s then-leader Ali Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani, Iran’s then-Foreign Minister Ali
Akbar Velayati, and Iran’s then-Minister of
Security and Intelligence Ali Fallahijan;

Whereas on October 25, 2006, the State
Prosecutor of Argentina stated that the Gov-
ernment of Iran uses ‘‘terrorism as a mecha-
nism of its foreign policy’ in support of ‘‘its
final aim [which] is to export its radicalized
vision of Islam and to eliminate the enemies
of the regime’’;

Whereas on October 25, 2006, the State
Prosecutor of Argentina identified Ibrahim
Hussein Berro, a Lebanese citizen and mem-
ber of Hezbollah, as the suicide bomber who
primarily carried out the attack on the
AMIA;

Whereas on November 9, 2006, Argentine
Judge Rodolfo Canicoba Corral, pursuant to
the request of the State Prosecutor of Argen-
tina, issued an arrest warrant for Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani, a former leader of Iran
and the current chairman of Iran’s Expedi-
ency Council, for his involvement in the
AMIA bombing and urged the International
Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL)
to issue a capture notice (commonly known
as a ‘‘red notice”’) for Rafsanjani;

Whereas on November 9, 2006, Argentine
Judge Rodolfo Canicoba Corral, pursuant to
the request of the State Prosecutor of Argen-
tina, also issued arrest warrants for Ali
Fallahijan, a former Iranian Minister of Se-
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curity and Intelligence, Ali Akbar Velayati,
a former Iranian Foreign Minister, Mohsen
Rezai, a former commander of Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC), Ahmad
Vahidi, a former commander of the elite Al-
Quds Force of the IRGC, Hadi Soleimanpour,
a former Iranian ambassador to Argentina,
Mohsen Rabbani, a former cultural attache
at the Iranian Embassy in Buenos Aires,
Ahmed Reza Asghari, a former official at the
Iranian Embassy in Buenos Aires, and Imad
Moughnieh, a leading operations chief of
Hezbollah;

Whereas on March 5, 2007, the Executive
Committee of INTERPOL supported the
issuance of red notices for Hezbollah opera-
tive Imad Moughnieh and five Iranian offi-
cials noted above for whom Argentine Judge
Rodolfo Canicoba Corral issued arrest war-
rants;

Whereas Iran has appealed the INTERPOL
Executive Committee’s decision, and the
General Assembly of INTERPOL will issue a
final ruling on the red notices when it meets
in Morocco in November 2007;

Whereas the inability to reach suspected
Islamist militants and Iranian officials has
debilitated the efforts of the Government of
Argentina to prosecute masterminds and
planners of the 1994 AMIA bombing;

Whereas the current Government of Argen-
tina has made significant advances in the
AMIA investigation; and

Whereas Argentina recently approved anti-
terrorist legislation which seeks to crim-
inalize financing, fund-raising, and money
laundering activities of groups linked to ter-
rorism: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) reiterates its strongest condemnation of
the 1994 attack on the AMIA Jewish Commu-
nity Center in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and
honors the victims of this heinous act;

(2) expresses its sympathy to the relatives
of the victims, who have waited 13 years
without justice for the loss of their loved
ones, and may have to wait even longer for
justice to be served;

(3) applauds the current Government of Ar-
gentina for increasing the pace of the AMIA
bombing investigation, as well as on its re-
cently approved anti-terrorism legislation;

(4) urges the Government of Argentina to
continue to dedicate and provide the re-
sources necessary for its judicial system and
intelligence agencies to investigate all areas
of the AMIA case and to bring those respon-
sible to justice;

(5) calls upon the General Assembly of
INTERPOL to uphold, issue and implement
the red notices supported by the Executive
Committee of INTERPOL in March 2007; and

(6) calls upon responsible nations to co-
operate fully with the investigation, includ-
ing by making information, witnesses, and
suspects available for review and questioning
by the appropriate Argentine authorities,
and by detaining and extraditing to Argen-
tina, if given the opportunity, any of the Ira-
nian officials and former officials, Hezbollah
operatives, and Islamist militants against
whom Argentine or international arrest war-
rants are pending in connection with the
AMIA case.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.
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